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Abstract. Let b ≥ 2 be an integer, and let

α =
∑
n≥1

anb−n ∈ (0, 1) ∩ (Q \ Q)

be algebraic irrational. Write
wN (α) = a1a2 · · · aN

for the prefix of length N of the base-b expansion of α.
This note isolates the finite repetition obstruction behind online previous-

copy compression of algebraic digit expansions. For an infinite word
a = a1a2 · · ·, define its finite stammering profile by

Θa(T ) = sup
{

t

s
− 1 : 0 ≤ r < s < t, t ≥ T, a[r + 1, r + t − s] = a[s + 1, t]

}
.

For the base-b digit sequence of an algebraic irrational α, we prove
Θα(T ) → 0.

The proof uses the Adamczewski–Bugeaud Diophantine exponent crite-
rion in the unbounded-displacement case and Ridout’s theorem in the
bounded-displacement case.

We then prove a quantitative bridge between Θa and online previous-
copy parsing:

oc(a1 · · · aN ) ≥ log(N/T )
log (1 + max{Θa(T ), 1/(T − 1)}) (N > T ≥ 2).

As a consequence one recovers
oc(wN (α)) = ω(log N).

The second part studies the Diophantine shape of strong repetitions.
A repetition with displacement d and repeated length L gives an ap-
proximation governed by∣∣αbr(bd − 1)

∣∣
Z

≪ b−L,

where
|x|Z := min

m∈Z
|x − m|.

We prove a subcritical barrier: for fixed ε > 0 and 0 < λ < 1, there are
only finitely many repetitions satisfying

L ≥ εs, d ≤ (1 − λ)L.

The remaining critical regime reduces to a linear-height exponential tube
problem: ∣∣αbr(bd − 1)

∣∣
Z

< θd, r ≤ Cd.

For fixed C and θ, this tube problem has only finitely many solutions,
by the Subspace Theorem. We formulate the corresponding effective
threshold problem and show that an exponential, respectively double-
exponential, effective bound would imply

oc(wN (α)) ≫ (log N)1+c,

respectively
oc(wN (α)) ≫ log N(log log N)c.

No effective bound of this form is proved here.
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1. Introduction

The base-b expansion of an algebraic irrational number is expected to have
little repetitive structure. A theorem of Adamczewski and Bugeaud shows
that its factor complexity cannot be bounded linearly: if p(n) denotes the
number of distinct length-n blocks in the expansion, then

p(n)
n

→ +∞.

Their method is based on a Diophantine principle: sufficiently strong repeti-
tions in a base-b expansion yield rational approximations that are too good
for an algebraic irrational number.

In a previous note, this principle was applied to online previous-copy
compression. In that model, a finite word W is parsed from left to right into
phrases. Each phrase is either a literal symbol or an exact copy whose source
starts earlier in the word; overlap between source and target is allowed. Let
oc(W ) be the minimum number of phrases in such a parsing. The main
result was

oc(wN (α)) = ω(log N)
for every algebraic irrational α. Consequently every standard LZ77-type
previous-factor parsing of wN (α) has ω(log N) phrases.

The present note packages the repetition obstruction in a finite profile
Θα(T ), proves the exact bridge from this profile to previous-copy complex-
ity, and identifies the Diophantine obstruction behind possible quantitative
improvements.

The central quantitative issue is the following. A repetition

a[r + 1, r + L] = a[r + d + 1, r + d + L]

gives a rational approximation with denominator dividing

br(bd − 1),

or equivalently a small distance to an integer,∣∣∣αbr(bd − 1)
∣∣∣
Z

≪ b−L.

The qualitative tube finiteness proved below is a direct consequence of the
Subspace Theorem. The point of formulating it separately is that an effective
threshold for this tube problem would yield explicit quantitative previous-
copy lower bounds.

2. Diophantine inputs

Let
a = a1a2a3 · · ·

be an infinite word over a finite set of integers. For i ≤ j, write

a[i, j] = aiai+1 · · · aj .
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We use the following form of the Adamczewski–Bugeaud repetition crite-
rion.

Theorem 2.1 (Exact repetition criterion). Let b ≥ 2. Suppose that there
exist ρ > 1 and integer triples

0 ≤ rm < sm < tm

such that
sm − rm → ∞, tm ≥ ρsm,

and
a[rm + 1, rm + tm − sm] = a[sm + 1, tm]

for every m. Then ∑
n≥1

anb−n

is rational or transcendental.

We also use Ridout’s theorem in the following form.

Theorem 2.2 (Ridout). Let S be a finite set of rational primes, let ξ be
algebraic, and let ε > 0. Then there are only finitely many rational numbers
P/Q, written in lowest terms, such that all prime divisors of Q belong to S
and ∣∣∣∣ξ − P

Q

∣∣∣∣ < Q−1−ε.

Finally, we use the qualitative Subspace Theorem over a number field.
We shall apply it with K = Q(α), with one distinguished real place corre-
sponding to the given embedding of α, and with the finite places of K above
the rational primes dividing b.

Theorem 2.3 (Subspace Theorem, qualitative form). Let K be a number
field, let S be a finite set of places of K, and for each v ∈ S let

Lv,1, . . . , Lv,n

be linearly independent linear forms in n variables with coefficients in K.
For every δ > 0, the solutions x ∈ Kn \ {0} of∏

v∈S

n∏
i=1

|Lv,i(x)|v < H(x)−δ

lie in finitely many proper K-linear subspaces of Kn.

In our applications, the points x are rational integer vectors. Hence, after
passing to an infinite subsequence inside one of the exceptional K-subspaces,
the rational integer points lie in a proper rational subspace. Equivalently,
one may take a non-trivial rational linear relation among them.

We use normalized absolute values. If q ∈ Q×, then for a rational prime
p, ∏

v|p
|q|v = |q|p.
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In particular, for the finite places above primes dividing b, the contribution
of br is b−r, and the contribution of br+d is b−(r+d).

3. The finite stammering profile

Definition 3.1. Let a = a1a2 · · · be an infinite word. For T ≥ 1, define

Θa(T ) = sup
{

t

s
− 1 : 0 ≤ r < s < t, t ≥ T, a[r + 1, r + t − s] = a[s + 1, t]

}
.

If the set is empty, we put Θa(T ) = 0.

If a is the base-b digit sequence of α, write Θα(T ).
The quantity Θa(T ) measures the strongest exact repetition, in the Adamczewski–

Bugeaud sense, whose endpoint is at least T .

Theorem 3.2 (Qualitative decay). Let b ≥ 2, and let

α =
∑
n≥1

anb−n ∈ (0, 1) ∩ (Q \ Q).

Then
Θα(T ) → 0.

Proof. Suppose not. Then there exist ε > 0 and triples
0 ≤ rm < sm < tm, tm → ∞,

such that
tm ≥ (1 + ε)sm

and
a[rm + 1, rm + tm − sm] = a[sm + 1, tm]

for every m. Put
dm = sm − rm.

If dm → ∞ along an infinite subsequence, the exact repetition criterion
implies that α is rational or transcendental, contradicting the hypothesis
that it is algebraic irrational.

Thus dm is bounded along an infinite subsequence. Passing to a further
subsequence, assume

dm = d

is fixed. The equality above gives
ak = ak+d (rm + 1 ≤ k ≤ tm − d).

Hence the block
arm+1 · · · atm

is periodic with period d.
Let βm be the rational number whose base-b expansion agrees with α

through position rm, and then continues periodically with period
arm+1 · · · arm+d.
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Then α and βm agree through at least the first tm digits, so

|α − βm| ≪b b−tm .

Write
βm = Pm/Qm

in lowest terms. Since βm has preperiod rm and period d, its denominator
divides

brm(bd − 1).
Thus every prime divisor of Qm belongs to the fixed finite set

S = {p : p | b(bd − 1)},

and
Qm ≪b,d brm .

If rm is bounded along an infinite subsequence, only finitely many βm

occur. Since tm → ∞, one of them agrees with α to arbitrarily many digits,
hence equals α, contradicting irrationality.

Thus rm → ∞. Since
sm = rm + d

and
tm ≥ (1 + ε)sm,

there is ε′ > 0 such that, for all sufficiently large m,

tm ≥ (1 + ε′)rm.

Consequently
b−tm ≪ Q−1−ε′′

m

for some ε′′ > 0. Hence
|α − βm| < Q−1−ε′′

m

for infinitely many rationals Pm/Qm whose denominators have all prime
factors in S. This contradicts Ridout’s theorem. □

4. Online previous-copy parsing and the profile bridge

Let W = W [1] · · · W [N ] be a finite word.

Definition 4.1. An online previous-copy parsing of W is a factorization

W = F1 · · · Fz

with boundaries
0 = n0 < n1 < · · · < nz = N

such that each phrase
Fj = W [nj−1 + 1, nj ]

is either:
i a literal, in which case |Fj | = 1, or
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ii a copy: writing s = nj−1, t = nj, L = t − s, there exists p ≤ s such
that

W [p + h] = W [s + 1 + h] (0 ≤ h < L).
The source may overlap the target. Let oc(W ) be the minimum possible
number of phrases.

Theorem 4.2 (Profile-to-compression bridge). Let a = a1a2 · · · be an infi-
nite word and let

WN = a1 · · · aN .

For T ≥ 2, define

ηa(T ) = max
{

Θa(T ), 1
T − 1

}
.

Then, for every N > T ,

oc(WN ) ≥ log(N/T )
log(1 + ηa(T ))

.

Proof. Let
0 = n0 < n1 < · · · < nz = N

be an online previous-copy parsing of WN . Let q be the largest index such
that

nq < T.

Since T ≥ 2 and n1 = 1, such q exists. We have nq < T .
Consider any phrase with index j > q.
If it is copied, put s = nj−1 and t = nj . The copy condition gives a triple

0 ≤ r < s < t such that
a[r + 1, r + t − s] = a[s + 1, t].

Since t = nj ≥ T , the definition of Θa(T ) gives
t

s
≤ 1 + Θa(T ) ≤ 1 + ηa(T ).

If the phrase is a literal, then
nj

nj−1
= 1 + 1

nj−1
.

If j = q + 1, then nj ≥ T and nj−1 = nq < T . Since the phrase is literal,
nj = nq + 1, hence nq = T − 1. Thus

nj

nj−1
= 1 + 1

T − 1
≤ 1 + ηa(T ).

If j > q + 1, then nj−1 ≥ T , and again
nj

nj−1
≤ 1 + 1

T
≤ 1 + ηa(T ).

Therefore, for every j > q,
nj

nj−1
≤ 1 + ηa(T ).
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Multiplying,
N

nq
=

z∏
j=q+1

nj

nj−1
≤ (1 + ηa(T ))z−q ≤ (1 + ηa(T ))z.

Since nq < T ,
N < T (1 + ηa(T ))z.

Taking logarithms gives the result. □

Corollary 4.3. Let b ≥ 2 and let
α ∈ (0, 1) ∩ (Q \ Q).

Then
oc(wN (α)) = ω(log N).

Proof. Let M > 0. Choose ε > 0 such that
1

log(1 + ε)
> 2M.

By the decay theorem, choose T so large that

Θα(T ) ≤ ε and 1
T − 1

≤ ε.

Then, for all N > T ,

oc(wN (α)) ≥ log(N/T )
log(1 + ε)

.

For N sufficiently large this is at least M log N . Since M is arbitrary, the
result follows. □

5. Strong repetitions and rational approximants

Let
a[r + 1, r + L] = a[s + 1, s + L]

be an exact repetition, with
0 ≤ r < s, d = s − r, L ≥ 1.

Thus
s = r + d.

The repetition says
ak = ak+d (r + 1 ≤ k ≤ r + L).

Let β be the rational number whose base-b expansion agrees with α
through position r, and thereafter is periodic with period

ar+1 · · · ar+d.

Then β has denominator dividing

br(bd − 1),
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and α and β agree through at least position
r + d + L = s + L.

Hence, for some integer P ,

β = P

br(bd − 1)
and ∣∣∣∣α − P

br(bd − 1)

∣∣∣∣ ≪b b−(r+d+L).

Equivalently, ∣∣∣αbr(bd − 1) − P
∣∣∣ ≪b b−L.

Thus ∣∣∣αbr(bd − 1)
∣∣∣
Z

≪b b−L.

We call the repetition ε-strong if
L ≥ εs = ε(r + d).

6. A subcritical barrier

The following result eliminates repetitions in which the two copies overlap
too much relative to the repeated length.

Theorem 6.1 (Subcritical barrier). Let b ≥ 2, and let
α ∈ (0, 1) ∩ (Q \ Q).

Fix ε > 0 and 0 < λ < 1. Then there are only finitely many exact repetitions
a[r + 1, r + L] = a[r + d + 1, r + d + L]

such that
L ≥ ε(r + d)

and
d ≤ (1 − λ)L.

Proof. Suppose infinitely many such repetitions exist. For each one, choose
P ∈ Z such that

|αQ − P | ≪b b−L, Q = br(bd − 1).
Let

K = Q(α).
Let v0 be the real place of K corresponding to the given embedding of α, and
let S consist of v0 together with all finite places of K lying above rational
primes dividing b.

We apply the Subspace Theorem over K to the rational integer vector
X = (X1, X2) = (P, Q).

At the distinguished real place v0, use
Lv0,1(X) = αX2 − X1, Lv0,2(X) = X2.
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At every finite place v ∈ S, use the coordinate forms
Lv,1(X) = X1, Lv,2(X) = X2.

At v0,
|Lv0,1(X)|v0 ≪b b−L, |Lv0,2(X)|v0 = Q ≍b br+d.

For the finite places above primes dividing b,∏
v|b

|X2|v = b−r,

because
Q = br(bd − 1) and gcd(b, bd − 1) = 1.

Also ∏
v|b

|X1|v ≤ 1.

Therefore ∏
v∈S

2∏
i=1

|Lv,i(X)|v ≪K,b b−Lbr+db−r = bd−L.

By the subcritical hypothesis,
d − L ≤ −λL.

Thus ∏
v,i

|Lv,i(X)|v ≪K,b b−λL.

Since
L ≥ ε(r + d)

and
H(X) ≍α,b br+d,

there is δ > 0 such that, for all sufficiently large repetitions,∏
v,i

|Lv,i(X)|v < H(X)−δ.

By the Subspace Theorem, all such X lie in finitely many proper K-
subspaces of K2. Since the points X are rational integer points, after passing
to an infinite subsequence they lie in a proper rational line

uX1 + vX2 = 0, u, v ∈ Q,

not both zero. If u = 0, then Q = 0, impossible. Hence
P

Q
= −v

u

is constant on this subsequence. But∣∣∣∣α − P

Q

∣∣∣∣ ≪b b−(r+d+L) → 0.

Therefore α = −v/u ∈ Q, contradiction. □
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7. The linear-height exponential tube problem

The subcritical theorem leaves the regime
d > (1 − λ)L.

Together with
L ≥ ε(r + d),

this gives

r + d ≤ L/ε <
d

ε(1 − λ)
.

Hence
r ≤

( 1
ε(1 − λ)

− 1
)

d.

Moreover ∣∣∣αbr(bd − 1)
∣∣∣
Z

≪b b−L.

Since L ≥ εd, for all sufficiently large d this implies∣∣∣αbr(bd − 1)
∣∣∣
Z

< b−εd/2.

This motivates the following auxiliary problem.

Definition 7.1. For C > 0 and 0 < θ < 1, let Dα,b(C, θ) be the least integer
D, if it exists, such that there are no solutions

r, d ≥ 1, r ≤ Cd, d ≥ D,

to ∣∣∣αbr(bd − 1)
∣∣∣
Z

< θd.

The next theorem proves that Dα,b(C, θ) is finite. No effective upper
bound is obtained.

Theorem 7.2 (Qualitative tube finiteness). Let b ≥ 2, let
α ∈ Q \ Q

be real, let C > 0, and let 0 < θ < 1. Then there are only finitely many
pairs

r, d ≥ 1, r ≤ Cd,

such that ∣∣∣αbr(bd − 1)
∣∣∣
Z

< θd.

Proof. Suppose infinitely many such pairs exist. For each pair choose m ∈ Z
such that

|αbr(bd − 1) − m| < θd.

Set
X = (X1, X2, X3) = (br+d, br, m).

Let
K = Q(α).
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Let v0 be the distinguished real place corresponding to the given embedding
of α, and let S consist of v0 together with all finite places of K above rational
primes dividing b.

At v0, use the forms
Lv0,1(X) = αX1 − αX2 − X3,

Lv0,2(X) = X1, Lv0,3(X) = X2.

At every finite place v ∈ S, use the coordinate forms
Lv,1(X) = X1, Lv,2(X) = X2, Lv,3(X) = X3.

The forms are linearly independent at each place.
At the distinguished real place,

|Lv0,1(X)|v0 < θd,

|Lv0,2(X)|v0 = br+d, |Lv0,3(X)|v0 = br.

At the finite places above primes dividing b,∏
v|b

|X1|v = b−(r+d),
∏
v|b

|X2|v = b−r,

and ∏
v|b

|X3|v ≤ 1.

Therefore ∏
v∈S

3∏
i=1

|Lv,i(X)|v ≪K,b θd.

Since
H(X) ≍α,b br+d

and
r + d ≤ (C + 1)d,

there exists δ > 0 such that, for all sufficiently large solutions,
θd ≪ H(X)−δ.

Hence ∏
v,i

|Lv,i(X)|v < H(X)−δ/2

for all sufficiently large solutions.
By the Subspace Theorem, all such X lie in finitely many proper K-

subspaces. Passing to an infinite subsequence, assume the rational integer
points X lie in a fixed proper rational hyperplane

uX1 + vX2 + wX3 = 0
with u, v, w ∈ Q, not all zero.

If w = 0, then
ubr+d + vbr = 0.
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Dividing by br,

ubd + v = 0.

If u = 0, then v = 0, contradiction. Thus d is fixed. Since r ≤ Cd, only
finitely many r occur, contradiction.

If w ̸= 0, then

m = − u

w
br+d − v

w
br.

Substituting into

|αbr+d − αbr − m| < θd

gives ∣∣∣∣(α + u

w

)
br+d +

(
−α + v

w

)
br

∣∣∣∣ < θd.

Divide by br+d: ∣∣∣∣(α + u

w

)
+

(
−α + v

w

)
b−d

∣∣∣∣ < θdb−(r+d).

If d is bounded, then r ≤ Cd is bounded, so only finitely many solutions
occur. Thus along an infinite subsequence we have d → ∞. Letting d → ∞,
the right-hand side tends to 0, and the term involving b−d also tends to 0.
Hence

α + u

w
= 0.

Thus α = −u/w ∈ Q, contradiction. □

Corollary 7.3 (Critical repetitions are finite). Fix ε > 0 and 0 < λ < 1.
There are only finitely many exact repetitions satisfying

L ≥ ε(r + d)

and

d > (1 − λ)L.

Proof. As observed above, all sufficiently large such repetitions give solutions
of ∣∣∣αbr(bd − 1)

∣∣∣
Z

< b−εd/2

with

r ≤
( 1

ε(1 − λ)
− 1

)
d.

The qualitative tube finiteness theorem applies. □
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8. Conditional quantitative consequences

The preceding finiteness results are qualitative. We now record exactly
what kind of effective input would imply explicit lower bounds for online
previous-copy complexity.

For ε > 0, let Rα,b(ε) be any threshold such that there are no repetitions
a[r + 1, r + L] = a[r + d + 1, r + d + L]

with endpoint
r + d + L ≥ Rα,b(ε)

and
L ≥ ε(r + d).

The qualitative results above imply that Rα,b(ε) < ∞ for each fixed ε > 0,
but they do not provide an effective bound.

Lemma 8.1. If
Rα,b(ε) ≤ F (ε)

for all sufficiently small ε, then
Θα(T ) ≤ ε (T ≥ F (ε)).

Proof. A triple counted by Θα(T ) with
t

s
− 1 ≥ ε

has
L = t − s ≥ εs.

Writing s = r + d, it is a repetition with endpoint t = r + d + L ≥ T . If
T ≥ F (ε) ≥ Rα,b(ε), no such repetition exists. □

Theorem 8.2 (Exponential threshold implies power-logarithmic compres-
sion). Assume that there exist constants K, A > 0 such that, for all suffi-
ciently small ε > 0,

Rα,b(ε) ≤ exp(Kε−A).
Then

oc(wN (α)) ≫α,b (log N)1+1/A.

Proof. Set
T = N1/2.

Choose

ε =
( 2K

log T

)1/A

.

Then
exp(Kε−A) = T 1/2 < T.

Thus
Θα(T ) ≤ ε.
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For N large, also 1/(T − 1) ≤ ε. The profile-to-compression bridge gives

oc(wN (α)) ≥ log(N/T )
log(1 + ε)

≫ log N

ε
.

Since
ε ≍ (log N)−1/A,

we get
oc(wN (α)) ≫ (log N)1+1/A.

□
Theorem 8.3 (Double-exponential threshold). Assume that, for some K, A >
0,

Rα,b(ε) ≤ exp exp(Kε−A)
for all sufficiently small ε > 0. Then

oc(wN (α)) ≫α,b log N(log log N)1/A.

Proof. Again take T = N1/2, and choose

ε =
( 2K

log log T

)1/A

.

Then
exp exp(Kε−A) < T

for N large. The bridge gives

oc(wN (α)) ≫ log N

ε
≫ log N(log log N)1/A.

□
Remark 8.4. The exponential or double-exponential hypotheses above are
not proved in this note. They would require effective forms of the Dio-
phantine finiteness results used in the subcritical and tube arguments. The
qualitative Subspace Theorem does not provide such thresholds.

9. The effective tube problem

The critical part of the threshold Rα,b(ε) is governed by the linear-height
exponential tube problem.
Problem 9.1 (Effective linear-height exponential tube problem). Let

α ∈ Q \ Q, b ≥ 2.

Find an explicit upper bound for
Dα,b(C, θ),

where Dα,b(C, θ) is the least integer D such that there are no solutions
r, d ≥ 1, r ≤ Cd, d ≥ D

to ∣∣∣αbr(bd − 1)
∣∣∣
Z

< θd.
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In the compression application one has
C ≍ ε−1, θ = b−cε.

Thus a bound of the form
Dα,b(C, θ) ≤ exp

(
Kα,bC

A(1 − θ)−B
)

would imply an exponential threshold for Rα,b(ε), up to the corresponding
effective subcritical estimate. A double-exponential bound would imply the
double-exponential threshold.

10. A partial effective range

Liouville’s inequality gives an effective bound only in a range much stronger
than the one needed for compression.

Proposition 10.1 (Liouville range). Let D = deg(α). If

θ < b−(D−1)(C+1),

then Dα,b(C, θ) is effectively bounded in terms of α, b, C, θ.

Proof. Suppose ∣∣∣αbr(bd − 1)
∣∣∣
Z

< θd

with r ≤ Cd. Put
q = br(bd − 1).

Then
q ≤ b(C+1)d.

For some integer p, ∣∣∣∣α − p

q

∣∣∣∣ <
θd

q
.

Liouville’s inequality gives an effective constant cα > 0 such that∣∣∣∣α − p

q

∣∣∣∣ ≥ cαq−D

for all rationals p/q. Therefore
θd > cαq1−D.

Since
q1−D ≥ b−(D−1)(C+1)d,

the inequality is impossible for all sufficiently large d, effectively, provided
θ < b−(D−1)(C+1).

□
Remark 10.2. In the compression regime,

C ≍ ε−1, θ = b−cε.

For small ε, the Liouville condition is far stronger than what is available.
Thus Roth–Ridout–Subspace type input is genuinely needed.
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11. Scope

The results in this note are qualitative except for the elementary Liouville
range and the conditional implications in Section 8. In particular, we do not
prove

oc(wN (α)) ≫ log N(log log N)c

or
oc(wN (α)) ≫ (log N)1+c.

Such bounds would follow from effective estimates for the repetition thresh-
old Rα,b(ε), or more specifically from effective bounds for the linear-height
exponential tube problem.

The main unconditional conclusions are:
Θα(T ) → 0,

oc(wN (α)) = ω(log N),
the subcritical finiteness theorem, and the qualitative finiteness of the tube
problem.

Declaration of generative AI and AI-assisted technologies in
the writing process

During the preparation of this work, ChatGPT, by OpenAI, was used to
assist with mathematical drafting, formalization, review, and editing. This
work is shared as a preliminary AI-assisted mathematical note. The math-
ematical content may have been only partially reviewed and may contain
errors; it should not be treated as peer-reviewed or as a fully verified man-
uscript.
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